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Tab Top applicants

1 SIEMENS

2 PHILIPS

3 SAMSUNG

4 BASF

5 LG GROUP

6 QUALCOMM

7 GENERAL ELECTRIC

8 ROBERT BOSCH

9 ERICSSON

10 MITSUBISHI

11 SONY

12 PANASONIC

13 BAYER

14 RESEARCH IN MOTION

15 HITACHI

16 ALCATEL LUCENT

17 HUAWEI

18 EADS

19 BSH

20 CANON

21 SANOFI

22 SUMITOMO

23 HOFFMANN-LA ROCHE

24 JOHNSON & JOHNSON

25 3M COMPANY

26 TOYOTA

27 ABB

28 DUPONT

29 UNITED TECHNOLOGIES

30 FUJITSU

31 FUJIFILM

32 DOW CHEMICAL

33 SHARP

34 NEC

35 MICROSOFT

36 DSM

37 IBM

38 HONEYWELL

39 NOKIA

40 THOMSON

41 COMMISSARIAT À 
L'ENERGIE ATOMIQUE

42 TOSHIBA

43 HONDA

44 ZTE

45 NXP

46 UNILEVER

47 NTT

48 COVIDIEN

49 NOVARTIS

50 NESTEC

Based on European patent applications filed with the EPO in 2011 (Direct European applications filed in 2011 and international (PCT)  
applications entering the European phase in 2011).
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Tab navigation 2: Examinations and oppositions completed 

European examinations
2011

– 4.1 %
2010

International preliminary examinations
2011

– 10.5 %
2010

Decisions in opposition cases
2011

– 3.2 %
2010 2 309

114 991

8 410

2 234

110 331

7 529

Tab navigation 1: Overview

European patents granted published
2011

+ 6.9 %
2010

Grant rate1
2011
2010

1	 European	patents	granted	published	/	final	decisions	on	grant	proceedings.

58 108

62 112

43 %

47 %

Examinations and oppositions completed

Granted patents

Tab navigation 1: Technical appeals

Technical appeals received
2011

+ 4.5 %
2010

Technical appeals settled
2011

– 4.3 %
2010 1 959

2 542

1 874

2 657

Technical appeals

Tab navigation 1: Searches carried out

European searches
2011

+ 4.6 %
2010

International searches
2011

+ 2.2 %
2010

Searches on behalf of national  
offices and third parties

2011
– 5.7 %

2010

Total searches completed by the EPO
2011

+ 2.3 %
2010

27 818

201 514

100 010

73 686

26 227

206 139

104 638

75 274

Searches carried out


